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The Session has called a congregational meeting for December 20 
immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. The meeting will be 
conducted via Zoom teleconference. The purpose of the meeting is: 
 

1. To elect a trustee to serve a three-year term. The Congregational 
Nominating Committee will nominate Bob Ardell. Additional nominations 
are possible with prior consent of those being nominated. 

 

2. To elect two persons to serve two-year terms as at-large members on the 
Congregational Nominating Committee. The current nominating committee 
will nominate Laura Burgess and Jo Helland. Additional nominations are 
possible with prior consent of those being nominated. 

 

3. To approve the sale of property the church owns in Montgomery County, as 
recommended by the Trustees.  

 

This is a 13,430 sq. ft. lot located in the undeveloped subdivision Roman 
Hills.  Roman Hills is located between SR105 and FM 2584 in Montgomery 
county.  The property was gifted to Central Presbyterian Church in 1982, 
and the church has been paying property taxes of approximately $10 for the 
past forty years.  It is not known when or if the subdivision will ever be 
completed.   Since 1997 there have been two sales of properties in this 
subdivision listed on MLS.  In 1997 a lot with a 1355 sq. ft. home was sold 
for $48,500, and in 2011 an 18,088 sq. ft. lot which fronts on Hwy 105 sold 
for $230,000 for use as a commercial convenience store.  The St. Philip 
property sits at the back of the subdivision. St. Philip has received an offer 
to sell the property for $2,000 with the buyer assuming all 
costs.  Considering the lack of sales for these types of property and the 
uncertainty of finding another interested buyer anytime in the future, the 
Trustees (Tom Anderson, Beth Atkinson, and Butch Wilson) recommend 
selling the property for the price of $2,000. Former trustee Pam Keever has 
assisted the Trustees in this matter.  
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All women of the church are invited to join any of the 
meetings of Presbyterian Women.  The meetings are 
virtual, and a Zoom link is sent to all P.W. members of 
each circle. If you are not a member of a circle, you are 
welcome to participate, so please email Lorrie to request 
the link:  welcome@saintphilip.net. 

 

Monday Morning Saints 
Second Monday of each month—10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Circle 
3rd Sunday of each month—12:15 p.m.  

 

Thursday Evening Circle 
1st Thursday of each month—7:00 p.m. 

Our December communion 
offering will go the PCUSA’s 
Christmas Joy Offering.  This 
special offering has been a 
cherished Presbyterian tradition 
since the 1930s. The Christmas 
Joy Offering supports past, 
present, and future leaders of our 
denomination through the 

Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and through 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color. The Assistance Program provides 
critical financial support to church workers and their 
families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide 
education and leadership development while nurturing 
racial and ethnic heritage, a Presbyterian commitment for 
nearly 140 years. Share the Christmas Joy as we turn our 
eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of 
Christ. 
 

Gifts for this offering can be made throughout December 
on the St. Philip website or by mailing a check, with 
Christmas Joy Offering in the memo line, to the Church 
Office.  

The Presbyterian Women invite you to make a 
contribution to the 2020 Thank Offering this month on 
the St. Philip website (choose fund—PW Thank Offering) 
or by mailing a check to the church office denoting PW 
Thank Offering in the memo. 

Frost Bank is our broker service. We ask you to:  

• Call Yvette Webb at Frost Bank – 713-388-1231 for 
transaction information.   

• Our account number is #037-293183. 
 

Please let Denise Ferrell, our bookkeeper, know you are 
making a donation.  You may reach her by phone at the 
church, 713-622-4807, on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons or by email at denise@saintphilip.net.  If you 
have any questions, you may always contact Ada Fuller, 
C h u r ch  T r e a s u r e r  a t  7 1 3 - 3 0 6 - 8 2 6 7  o r 
amariepoet@gmail.com. 

Bob was born in Illinois and attended a Presbyterian 
school, Monmouth College, majoring in geology and 
economics. After earning his master's degree at Kansas 
State University, he moved to Houston to start his career 
in the oil industry and was soon transferred to New 
Orleans. Bob was ordained as a ruling elder at John Calvin 
Presbyterian Church in Metairie, Louisiana, in 1969. After 
coming back to Houston, he served as an elder and trustee 
at Timber Ridge Presbyterian church in Spring. Bob also 
served on the Presbytery's New Church Development 
committee during the 1980s. 
 

After many years at First Presbyterian of Houston, Bob 
and his wife, Lee, joined St. Philip in 2015, where he has 
volunteered with Kids Against Hunger and participates in 
the Church and Society class. The Ardells’ daughter Becky 
is pastor of John Knox Presbyterian in Spring Branch, and 
daughter Annie works at the Museum of Fine Arts 
Houston. Bob and Lee also have four grandchildren. 

Pledge Update December 10 

  Dollar 

Pledges Received for 2021 $996,622.00 

Pledge Goal 2021 $1,295,000.00 
 

Outstanding pledge cards can be returned to the church 
office anytime. 

Through November 30, we have an operating deficit of 
nearly $66,000. Remaining pledge payments and additional 
year-end gifts will help us end 2020 with a positive balance. 
Thank you! 

mailto:lorrie@saintphilip.net?subject=PW%20Joint%20Circle%20Meeting
http://saintphilip.net/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=101882
mailto:denise@saintphilip.net
mailto:amariepoet@gmail.com
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A few of the groups at St. Philip continue to meet during 
this time via Zoom and other video conference services—
the session has had meetings, book club, church 
committees and Church and Society.  We even have 
Sunday Coffee Hour.  If you would like to participate in 
future meetings, please contact the appropriate  group’s 
leader. 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR—Gather with fellow St. 
Philipians to talk about the sermons, hear about their week  
and what helped them get through the week. The Coffee 
Hour begins after the closing voluntary. We will not host 
coffee hour December 20 due to the congregational 
meeting. Email Lorrie Castle at lorrie@saintphilip.net to 
be added to the list. 
 

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—

 Our next meeting is January 14  at 
7 p.m. and will be discussing The Silent Patient by Alex 
Michaelides led by Karen Winship. Contact Sarah O’Dell 
for Zoom link – sarah.odell6@gmail.com.  
 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY WITH JOHN 
WURSTER—A look at the Bible readings for the 
coming Sunday.  Bible Study will not meet the week 
of December 23, but resumes on December 30. 
Email John for details and to get on the list - 
john@saintphilip.net  
 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP  
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this self-led 
group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday 
via Zoom at noon.  Please contact Gary Gardner at 
ggardne148@aol.com if you would like to join or know the 
current material they are discussing. 
 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - St. Philip Church & 
Society class meets 9:30 a.m. - December 20— Film 
Study: JoJo Rabbit—mixes farce, fantasy, and drama, 
condemning hatred and dehumanization in favor of love 
friendship, and rediscovery. This “anti-hate satire” 
explores the last days of World War II with humor and 
pathos. Presented by Kate Burkart, St. Philip film 
aficionado. December 27 - Come join the St. Philip 
Storytellers with Christmas memory stories plus a preview 
of the spring term C & S presentations. Email Mickey 
Meyers if you would like to join any of the classes—
mmcgm63@gmail.com.  

The Going Forward task force will continue to review on a 
weekly basis the coronavirus data and the 
recommendations of local health leaders, filtering that 
information through our particular context at St. Philip.  
 

DAILY PRAYER SERVICE 
We invite a limited number of people to attend in-person 
our 11:00 a.m. daily prayer service (Monday-Saturday). 
Currently, we have a limit of five persons per day, 
beginning with Monday's service. For more information 
on conditions and to register click here.   

The 24th annual Duerr Lecture Series 
will be presented a little differently in 
2021 because of… you know what!  The 
Advisory Board made the decision a few 
months back to postpone the speaker 
that was scheduled for 2021 and bring 

him in 2022.  In order to be able to continue bringing fine 
scholars and preachers each year for the annual spiritual 
and intellectual stimulation that many have looked forward 
to, we will present a former speaker in a live webinar with 
Q&A on Sunday evening, February 21, at 7:00 p.m.  His 
pre-recorded sermon will be inserted into the regular live-
stream of the 11:00 service on that Sunday morning 
leading up to his live presentation that evening. The 
wonders of modern technology! 
 

We are grateful to Dr. Samuel L. Adams, the Mary Jane 
and John F. McNair Chair in Biblical Studies at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary, for accepting our invitation to 
present the webinar lecture.  Dr. Adams was the lecture 
series speaker in 2010 and has always spoken so highly of 
his experience at St. Philip and his respect for our 
congregation.  The title of his lecture is “Effective Speech 
in the Bible and in Our Age of Polarization.” The lecture 
will examine the complex witness of Scripture on public 
discourse and how it might apply to us today. All sections 
of the biblical canon will be considered. 
 

Stay tuned for upcoming information on how to register 
for the free webinar.  

 
A pre-recorded service of lessons and carols will be 

available for viewing on Christmas Eve.  We will also 
have a video shepherd drama featuring our pastors 

looking for sheep around the church campus. 

mailto:lorrie@saintphilip.net?subject=Coffee%20Hour
mailto:sarah.odell6@gmail.com?subject=Women's%20Book%20Club
mailto:John@saintphilip.net?subject=Midweek%20Bible%20Study
mailto:ggardne148@aol.com
mailto:mmcgm63@gmail.com?subject=Church%20&%20Society%20Zoom
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=3USiqQs49KD8p9RDHTVl8Q==&site=101882&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=5189&EventID=199098&sn=101882
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First Name Last Name Birthday 

Linda Allen 1/3 

Richard Alt 1/6 

Mason Arnes 1/4 

Edward Atkinson 1/13 

Gentry Atkinson 1/13 

Cheryl Barker 1/13 

Melinda Brunger 1/13 

Lorrie Castle 1/28 

Charles Cavanaugh 1/29 

Jacqueline Colton 1/3 

Holly Crisp-Han 1/29 

Margaret Fair 1/15 

Robert Fair 1/1 

Lane Fletcher 1/17 

Angelina Fonseca 1/30 

Ada Fuller 1/19 

William Gensch 1/1 

Eleanor Grant 1/23 

Caleb Han 1/28 

Elias Han 1/12 

Janet Hess 1/23 

William Howard 1/16 

Amy Irick 1/3 

Joel Irick 1/30 

Carol Junkin 1/18 

Frank Keever 1/31 

Thomas Kimbro 1/22 

Amanda Kirtley 1/29 

Casey Lambright 1/17 

Nina Lambright 1/5 

Peter Lippincott 1/13 

Adelia Manley 1/12 

Janet Martin 1/12 

Rolland McGinnis 1/3 

CJ Miller 1/11 

Bonnie Moore 1/14 

Celia Morgan 1/6 

Van Rathgeber 1/7 

Carmen Stevenson 1/6 

Idalia Stevenson 1/5 

Colby Stewart 1/21 

Wendy Stewart 1/17 

Charles Swan 1/1 

Carolyn Vestal 1/29 

John Wurster 1/26 
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St. Philippians and their families—Connie Mayfield and son Robert Mayfield; Pat Lindsay; Mary Margaret Hansen; Doris 
Cantrell; Sondra Sullivan; Mary Benson; Ellen MacDonald; Arlette Keene; CJ Miller; Jan Ostendorf; Laney Miller; Susan 
Huffman; Joyce Fugit; Vicki McKay; Mary Sinderson; Marion Takehara; Emily Estill; Travis Calhoun; Lonnie Fugit; 
Mezgebe Gebray; Philip and Becky Karper—parents of Kallie Pitcock;  Meredith and Louis Pitcock—parents of Justin 
Pitcock; Ricardo and Mary Adame—brother and sister-in-law (and Mary’s mother Yvonne Dominguez) of staff singer 
Ofelia Adame Williams;  Douglas Everhart—brother of Nancy Everhart Johnson; Carol Paine Kendrick—sister of 
Stephen Paine; Betty Grant—sister of Eleanor Grant; John Anderson—brother of Tom Anderson; Janet Fisher—sister-
in-law of Dan Cleveland; Bessie Johnson—mother of Pat Lindsay; Mac & Beverly Wilson—parents of Butch Wilson; 
Vera Moore—mother of Chuck Johnson; Kelsey Higgs Gallegos & family—daughter of Nancy Higgs; Dottie Laas and 
family—cousin of Sam Fisher; Alice Barron—sister-in-law to Beth Atkinson; Nikolaus Malczewskyj—father-in-law of 
Jane Malczewskyj; John Beck—brother of Nancy Young; Margie Foster—mother of Mark Young; Miriam Kalmbach—
aunt of Nancy Higgs; Shirley Boggus—grandmother of Omi Ford; Jimmy Reagan—father of Sarah O’Dell; Dona 
Rowe—mother of William Rowe; Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; and Ann Morgan—sister 
of Dorothy Blackwell.  

  

 Homebound—Sue Baier; Walter Baker; Joe Anne Berwick; John Bobbitt; Paulie Carlson; Kitty Curry; George Helland; Alice 
Pennington; Joyce Randolf; Van Rathgeber; Jean Nelson; Jody Tomforde; and Penny Vieau.  

  

Friends of St. Philippians—Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara Runge; Vickie Dunlevy—friend of Nancy Higgs; Susan 
Doyle—friend of Stephen Paine; Paul Ratliff—friend of Jo Helland; Ruth Duncan and Melerie Langford—friends of 
Curt and Sharon Webb; Cecil Trent—friend of Jane Cooper; Craig Slein—friend of Denise Ferrell and Steve Carmichael; 
Melinda Penny—friend of Denise Ferrell; David Shebay—friend of Greg Han; Clayton Amacker—friends of Peg Palisin 
and Gary Gardner;  and Walter "Buddy" Hamman III friend of Robin and Gary Willis.    

  

We also pray for health care workers, first responders, and caregivers; for those who are sick; and for those watch and wait. 
     

  If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email deacons@saintphilip.net. 
 
  
Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website (http://
saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056. 
 

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to: 
 philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie. 

4807 San Felipe,  Houston, TX 77056 
Phone: 713.622.4807     Fax: 713.622.5405     www.saintphilip.net 

Next edition: January 5; Deadline December 31—12:00 p.m. 
Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then. 

mailto:deacons@saintphilip.net?subject=Prayer%20Request
http://saintphilip.net/
http://saintphilip.net/
mailto:philipeye@saintphilip.net?subject=Philip-Eye

