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eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

October 4, 2020  

Opening Voluntary  Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele Gottfried August Homilius  
 (Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness) (1714ð1785) 

  

Opening Sentences 
  

Hymn 226 (see page 6) There in Godõs Garden SHADES MOUNTAIN  

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Generous God, 

as we come today to your great table, 

we realize how small we have made our own. 

Our vision of your grace is too narrow.  

Our awareness of your mercy is too limited. 

Our understanding of your kingdom always falls short.  

We fail to measure up to the people you have called us to be. 

Hear our prayers and forgive our shortcomings. 

Raise our eyes, lift our hearts, and inflate our spirits,  

so that we may live joyfully and abundantly as Jesus did.  
  

 silent prayer 
 

 

Response  John Weaver 
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Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

 Believe the Good News.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
 

Response  John Weaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Words of Peace 
 

In Christ, God is reconciling the whole world, 
and God is entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
We are ambassadors for Jesus Christ. Godõs appeal is being made through us.  
Peace be with you. Peace be with all.  

 

Anthem  A Vineyard Grows K. Lee Scott 
  (b. 1950) 

Amid the worldõs bleak wilderness  

A vineyard grows with promise green, 

The planting of the Lord himself. 
 

His love selected this terrain,  

His vine with love he planted here 

To bear the choicest fruit for him. 
 

We are his branches, chosen, dear, 

And though we feel the dresserõs knife, 

We are the objects of his care. 
 

From him we draw the juice of life, 

For him supply his winery  

With fruit from which true joys derive. 
 

Vine, keep what I was meant to be:   

Your branch, with your rich life in me.  
  

      ñwords by Jaroslav Vajda (1919ð2008)     

 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Scripture Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon  Pressing On John W. Wurster 

 

Hymn 822 (see page 7) When We Are Living SOMOS DEL  SEÑOR  
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

    Invitation to the Lordõs Table 
 

      The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is truly right . . . who forever sing to the glory of you name: 
 

Sanctus  LAND OF REST  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 Thank you for Jesus, . . . proclaim the One crucified and risen :  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit,  . . . with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever.   
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The Lordõs Prayer 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name.   

 Thy Kingdom come,  

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread,  

 and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors.   

 And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil;  

 for Thine is the Kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and the Sharing of Godõs Gifts 
 

Communion Music  O Bread of Life from Heaven David Ashley White  
  (b. 1944) 

O Bread of Life from heaven,  

to saints and angels given;  

O Manna from above! 

The souls that hunger, feed thou;  

the hearts that seek thee, lead thou,  

with thy sweet tender love. 
 

 ñ words from a 17th-century Latin hymn 
 translated by Philip Schaff (1819ð1893) 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Hymn 846 (see page 8) Fight the Good Fight DUKE  STREET 

 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Closing  Voluntary  Wir glauben all an einen Gott Johann Sebastian Bach  
 (We All Believe in One True God) (1685ð1750) 

Serving today  

Liturgists   
   Kallie Pitcock and Omar Rouchon 
 

Musicians 
   Julia Fox, Cecilia Duarte and Thomas Lewis OõNeill, vocalists     

   Matthew Dirst, organist  |  Randall Swanson, music director 
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Music notes  

Organ music ñ Todayõs organ voluntaries both treat German chorale tunes to extended settings, one highly ornamented and 

the other densely contrapuntal. òSchm¿cke dich, o liebe Seeleó appears as No. 514 in Glory to God. in a faithful translation of 

its original text, which celebrates the profound joy of communion. Long a favorite tune of German organists, it suggested to 

Gottfried August Homilius a texture with the decorated hymn melody in the top line, accompanied by a lively ritornello 

below. òWir glauben all an einen Gott,ó by contrast, is a transliteration of the Credo, with emphasis on the universality of 

God. Its sturdy tune prompted an equally sturdy response from Sebastian Bach, with busy four-part counterpoint based largely 

on its opening melodic gesture. 

Vocal music ñ This morningõs anthem is by Alabama composer K. Lee Scott, who is a prolific writer primarily of choral 

music and hymn tunes for the church, including todayõs opening hymn òThere in Godõs Gardenó (SHADES MOUNTAIN ), which 

has become one of the preeminent hymn settings of our time. A Vineyard Grows was composed in 1988 and is based on an 

English folk tune.  Å  Music at communion comes from Houston composer David Ashley White, Professor of Composition 

and former Director (1999ð2014) of the Moores School of Music at the University of Houston. David also serves as Composer

-in-Residence at Houstonõs Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church. O Bread of Life from Heaven was composed for and dedicated 

to the 1991 Mississippi Conference on Music and Liturgy. 

ñ Matthew Dirst and Randall Swanson 

Worship notes  

An additional mission offering is received on Sundays when communion is celebrated. The recipient of the communion 

offering in October is the Peace and Global Witness Offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Peace and Global 

Witness Offering, received on World Communion Sunday, encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and 

division, and embrace our reconciling God's mission to those around the corner and around the world. The Offering equips 

peacemakers by supporting our global siblings and providing nurturing reconciliation.  
 

A gift to the Offering enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across 

the world. The Presbyterian Mission Agency uses 50% of the Offering to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, 

including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. Mid councils retain an additional 25% 

for ministries of peace and reconciliation.  
 

Congregations are also encouraged and equipped to find and address the anxiety and discord that is prevalent throughout this 

broken and sinful world, using the remaining 25% of the Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Session 

has approved St. Philipõs 25% to go to Houstonõs Center for the Healing of Racism. 
 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering changes lives. Share the peace of Christ with the world and give generously. When we 

all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 
 

Lectionary Readings 
¶ Exodus 20:1ð4, 7ð9, 12ð20ñAt Mount Sinai, the Lord gives the Ten Commandments to Moses. 

¶ Psalm 19ñThe law of the Lord is perfect; Godõs commandments are clear. 

¶ Philippians 3:4bð14ñAll that I have is nothing; knowing Jesus Christ is everything. 

¶ Matthew 21:33ð46ñA parable about a vineyard, wicked tenants, and the ownerõs son. 
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Opening Hymn 226 There In Godõs Garden SHADES MOUNTAIN  


