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Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

November 15, 2020 

Opening Voluntary  Toccata Seconda Girolamo Frescobaldi  

 (Libro Primo) (1583–1643) 
 

Introit  Jubilate Deo attributed to W. A. Mozart 

  (1756–1791) 

 
 

 

 

Opening Sentences  

 

Hymn 719 (see page 5) Come, Labor On ORA LABORA  

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

 O God, maker of all things,  

 forgive us for pursuing a way that is not your way,  

 for embracing truth that is not your truth,  

 for living a life that is not the life you have shown us in Jesus Christ. 

 Forgive us for a lack of reverence for your creation,  

 for a hurried pace that causes us to overlook things that matter,  

 for a lack of trust in your providence.  

 We have given ourselves to idols.  

 We have neglected the needs of others.  

 We have falsely believed that everything depends on us. 

 Forgive us, cleanse us, restore us. 

 Create new hearts within us 

  so that we may more closely in the way of Jesus. 
 

 silent prayer 

 

 

 

SUNG IN LATIN TRANSLATION 

Jubilate Deo. Sing praise to God. 
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Response  John Weaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

 Believe the Good News.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
 

Response  John Weaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Peace 
 

Peace be with you. Peace be with all. 
 

Anthem God Be in My Head  Philip Wilby 
    (b. 1949) 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 

God be in my eyes, and in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 

God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, and at my departing; 
 

 — words from the Sarum Primer (1514) 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Reading Matthew 25:14-30 
  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon  Long Time Coming John W. Wurster 

 

Hymn 712 (see page 6) As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought FOREST GREEN  
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Affirmation of Faith  from The New Testament 
 

 This is the good news which we have received,  

 in which we stand, 

  and by which we are saved: 

  that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, 

  that he was buried,  

  that he was raised on the third day, 

  and that he appeared first to the women, 

  then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 

  and then to many faithful witnesses. 
 

  We believe that Jesus is the Christ,  

  the Son of the living God. 

  Jesus Christ is the first and the last,  

  the beginning and the end; 

  he is our Lord and our God.   Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   

 Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread,  

 and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors.   

 And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil;  

 for Thine is the Kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Hymn 716 (see page 7) God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending BEACH SPRING  
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Closing Voluntary Symphonie No. 6:  III. Intermezzo Charles-Marie Widor  
  (1844–1937) 

Serving today 

Liturgists   
   Kallie Pitcock and Omar Rouchon  
 

Musicians 
   Julia Fox, Cecilia Duarte, Thomas Lewis O’Neill and Nicholas Rathgeb, vocalists    

   Matthew Dirst, organist  |  Randall Swanson, conductor 

Worship notes 

Lectionary Readings 
• Judges 4:1–7—The Israelites cry to the Lord; God sends Deborah to deliver them. 

• Psalm 123—Have mercy on us, O Lord; we have had our fill of contempt. 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11—Be ready: the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

• Matthew 25:14–30—The parable of talents; good and trustworthy servants are rewarded. 
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Music notes 

Organ music — Longtime organist at St Peter’s in Rome, Girolamo Frescobaldi pioneered a new kind of keyboard music in 

the early 17th century, which he modeled after the highly rhetorical and flamboyant violin sonatas of his contemporaries. In a 

preface to his first book of toccatas (literally, “touch” pieces), the composer himself explained how to play such works on 

either the organ or the harpsichord, making appropriate adaptations at either instrument. The second work in this volume, 

today’s opening voluntary, combines multiple short sections connected less by shared material than constantly shifting 

figuration.  •  Charles-Marie Widor, who served for 64 years as organist at St-Sulpice in Paris, was one of the most influential 

figures of his day. His ten organ symphonies treat the instrument orchestrally, in both large-scale form and by exploiting the 

varied tone colors of the French Romantic organ. The Intermezzo from his Sixth Symphony, today’s closing voluntary, 

juxtaposes crackling reeds and broad foundation sounds in a lively scherzo-like movement. 

Vocal music — This morning’s introit is one of the many little rounds or canons attributed to Mozart, arranged here by 

British composer Alan Bullard (b. 1947) for any combination of two to four voices with organ accompaniment.  •  Today’s 

anthem is by British composer Philip Wilby, who is Professor Emeritus in the School of Music at the University of Leeds, 

where he taught composition and conducting, and directed the Leeds University Liturgical Choir. His setting of God Be in My 

Head was published in 1989, and is rather unique in that it can be sung by virtually any combination of voices, with or without 

accompaniment.  It is presented this morning in its SATB choral version with organ. 

 

— Matthew Dirst and Randall Swanson 
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Opening Hymn 719 Come, Labor On ORA LABORA 
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Hymn 712  As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought FOREST GREEN  
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 Hymn 716  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending BEACH SPRING  
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
  

Connie Mayfield and family upon the death of her sister-in-law Barbara Wilson on November 6. 
 

St. Philippians and their families— Mary Benson; Ellen MacDonald; Arlette Keene; CJ Miller; Jan Ostendorf; Laney Miller; 

Susan Huffman; Joyce Fugit; Vicki McKay; Mary Sinderson; Marion Takehara; Emily Estill; Travis Calhoun; Jeanne 

West; Lonnie Fugit; Mezgebe Gebray; Warren and Gretchen Cash—brother and sister-in-law of Kay Cash;  Douglas 

Everhart—brother of Nancy Everhart Johnson; Carol Paine Kendrick—sister of Stephen Paine; Gene Lindley—father of 

Janet Hess; Betty Grant—sister of Eleanor Grant; John Anderson—brother of Tom Anderson; Janet Fisher—sister-in-law 

of Dan Cleveland; Bessie Johnson—mother of Pat Lindsay; Mac & Beverly Wilson—parents of Butch Wilson; Vera 

Moore—mother of Chuck Johnson; Kelsey Higgs Gallegos & family—daughter of Nancy Higgs; Dottie Laas and 

family—cousin of Sam Fisher; Alice Barron—sister-in-law to Beth Atkinson; Nikolaus Malczewskyj—father-in-law of 

Jane Malczewskyj; John Beck—brother of Nancy Young; Margie Foster—mother of Mark Young; Miriam Kalmbach—

aunt of Nancy Higgs; Shirley Boggus—grandmother of Omi Ford; Jimmy Reagan—father of Sarah O’Dell; Dona 

Rowe—mother of William Rowe; Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; and Ann Morgan—sister 

of Dorothy Blackwell.  
  

 Homebound—Sue Baier; Walter Baker; Joe Anne Berwick; John Bobbitt; Paulie Carlson; Kitty Curry; George Helland; Alice 

Pennington; Joyce Randolf; Van Rathgeber; Jean Nelson; Jody Tomforde; and Penny Vieau.  
  

Friends of St. Philippians—Shirley Graff—friend of Sondra Sullivan; Ruth Duncan and Melerie Langford—friends of Curt and 

Sharon Webb; Cecil Trent—friend of Jane Cooper; Craig Slein—friend of Denise Ferrell and Steve Carmichael; Melinda 

Penny—friend of Denise Ferrell; David Shebay—friend of Greg Han; Hyam Ashoo and Clayton Amacker—friends of 

Peg Palisin and Gary Gardner; Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara Runge; and Walter "Buddy" Hamman III friend of 

Robin and Gary Willis.    
 

We also pray for health care workers, first responders, and caregivers; for those who are sick; and for those watch and wait.  

  If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email deacons@saintphilip.net. 
 

Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website (http://

saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056. 

 

 

Upcoming activities 

We continue to invite you to attend our daily prayer services at 11:00 a.m. (Monday-Saturday). Currently, we have a limit 

of five persons per day. Advance registration is required. For more information on conditions and to register click here. We 

hope that the opportunity to again worship in the sacred space of our Sanctuary will be a source of comfort and hope. If you 

have trouble with the registration or are not online, please call Lorrie Castle (832-262-1244—cell).  
 

Our website has information a current list of opportunities on Zoom for fellowship and spiritual formation. 
 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - November 22 - 10:00 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.—Yom Kippur - The Highest Holy Day - A study of the holiest 

day of the High Holy Days, the Day of Atonement, its history and significance and how Yom Kippur is observed at 

Congregation Beth Yeshurun presented by Rabbi Steven Morgen - Associate Rabbi at Congregation Beth Yeshurun. Email 

Mickey Meyers if you would like to join any of the classes—mmcgm63@gmail.com.  
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