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 Preparation for Worship 
 

The LORD will stand and feed his flock like a shepherd;  
he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

      —Isaiah 40:11 

 

 Voluntary  Fantasie on ST. COLUMBA    Kenneth Leighton  
   (1929-1988) 

 

 Greeting 

  The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 

 Opening Sentences 
  

 Hymn 802 (see page 10)  The King of Love My Shepherd Is  ST. COLUMBA   
 

 Prayer of Confession    
 

Searching God, 
you come for us like a shepherd searching for lost sheep. 
We hide and we run, 
sometimes knowing we have strayed, 
other times completely unaware  
that we are on the wrong path. 
Regardless, you come after us. 
With love and compassion and mercy, you come after us. 
So we make our confession with hope  
that you might find us again, 
and wipe away our sin, 
and return us to your fold. 
We pray in the name of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 

 

 silent prayer 
 

Holy One, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
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 Response  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

  Believe the Good News.    In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
 

 Response   
    

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Peace  

  Peace be with you. Peace be with all. 
 

 Conversation with Children 
 

 Prayer of Illumination 
 

 Gospel Reading Luke 15:1-7  N.T. pg. 78
  

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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Anthem Loving Shepherd of Thy Sheep John Rutter 

   (b. 1945) 
Loving Shepherd of thy sheep, 
Keep thy lamb, in safety keep; 
Nothing can thy power withstand, 
None can pluck me from thy hand. 
 

I would bless thee every day, 
Gladly all thy will obey; 
Like thy blessed ones above, 
Happy in thy perfect love. 
 

Loving Shepherd, ever near, 
Teach thy lamb thy voice to hear; 
Suffer not my steps to stray 
From the straight and narrow way. 
 

Where thou leadest I would go, 
Walking in thy steps below; 
Till before my Father’s throne 
I shall know as I am known. 
 

Loving Shepherd of thy sheep, 
Keep thy lamb, in safety keep; 
Nothing can thy power withstand, 
None can pluck me from thy hand. 

 

 — words by Jane Elizabeth Lesson (1807–1882) 
 

 Sermon By Hook or by Crook John W. Wurster  
 

silence and stillness 
 

 Hymn 803 (see page 11)  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need RESIGNATION 

  

 Affirmation of Faith   from the Confession of 1967 
 

Life in Christ is life eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign 
that God will consummate the work 
of creation and reconciliation beyond death 
and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ. 
New life in Christ takes shape in a community 
in which people know that God loves and accepts them 
in spite of what they are. 
They therefore accept themselves and love others, 
knowing that no one has any ground 
on which to stand, except God’s grace. Amen. 
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 Prayers of the People 
  

 The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
 hallowed be Thy name.   
Thy Kingdom come,    
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation,   
 but deliver us from evil;  
 for Thine is the Kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

   

 Offering  
 

 Offertory Anthem Come and Taste FARABEE  •  arr. Alice Parker 
   (b. 1925) 

Come and taste along with me consolation flowing free, 
From the Father’s wealthy throne, sweeter than the honeycomb. 
I’ll praise God and you’ll praise God, and we’ll all praise God together; 
We’ll praise the Lord for the work that he has done, and we’ll bless his name forever. 
 

All that come with free good will make the banquet sweeter still; 
Now I go to mercy’s door, asking for a little more.  I’ll praise God… 
 

Goodness, running like a stream through the new Jerusalem, 
By a constant breaking forth sweetens earth and heaven both.  I’ll praise God…  
 

O return, ye sons of grace, turn and see God’s smiling face. 
Hark, he calls backsliders home, then from him no longer roam.  I’ll praise God…  

 

   — words by John Leland (1754–1841)   
   

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, great God, 
for the hope we have in Jesus, 
who died but is risen and rules over all. 
We praise you for your presence with us 
and for the promise that nothing past,  
present, or yet to come 
can separate us from your great love 
made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

     

 Hymn 475 (see page 12)  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON 

 

 Charge and Blessing 
 

Please be seated in silence for the closing voluntary, or kindly depart quietly. 
 

 Voluntary  Chorale Fantasie on “Wie groß ist des Allmächt’gen Güte”  Felix Mendelssohn  
  (How great is the goodness of the Almighty) (1809–1947) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
 

St. Philippians and their families—Judy Nunn; Molly Boren-Whitney; Carolyn Vestal; Lane Fletcher; Renee 
Wright; Austin Lippincott; Richard Johnson; Sid Wells; Amye Webster; Mary Sinderson; Jan Ostendorf; 
Lee Larkin; Don Padgett; Steve Adger; Judith Crane; Shirley Coffman; Ellen MacDonald; Arlette Keene; 
CJ Miller; Mezgebe Gebray; Gene Moore – brother-in-law of Bonnie Moore; Donna Harris—sister of 
Joyce Fugit; Alma Fonseca- mother of Angelina Fonseca; Darryl Cazes—brother of Pam Taylor; Ann 
Perkins Cloud—cousin of Stephen Paine; Carol Paine Kendrick—sister of Stephen Paine; John 
Anderson—brother of Tom Anderson; Mac Wilson—father of Butch Wilson; Shirley Boggus—
grandmother of Omi Ford;  Alan Rowe—father of William Rowe; Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—
granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; and Warner Fassnidge - Brian Webster’s stepfather. 
  

Homebound—John Bobbitt; Paulie Carlson; Kitty Curry; George Helland; Jean Nelson; Joyce Randolf; 
George and Larraine Scott; Marion Takehara; and Jody Tomforde.  
  

Friends of St. Philippians—Paul Faegan – friend of Jacquie Colton; Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara 
Runge; Clayton Amacker—friend of Peg Palisin and Gary Gardner. 
    
If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email: 

 deacons@saintphilip.net  

SERVING TODAY  

Liturgists      
 Lad Pereyni and Omar Rouchon  
 

Musicians 
  Julia Fox, Alexandria Gorman, Arianna Perroots,  
        Thomas O’Neil, Nicholas Rathgeb and Kirby Traylor — choral ensemble 
  St. Philip Choir   |   Randall Swanson — director of music   |   Matthew Dirst — organist 

   

    FLOWERS 
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given today by Selena Brinegar in memory of Helen Marie Pickens, mom of 
Janet Martin and grandmother of Selena Brinegar.   

  

WORSHIP NOTES 
Today’s Lectionary readings: 
• Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28—God warns that a fierce wind of judgment will lay waste to the land. 

• Psalm 14—Fools say there is no God; there is no one who does what is right. 

• 1 Timothy 1:12–17—Christ came to save sinners; God’s grace has overflowed for me. 

• Luke 15:1–10—Jesus tells the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin. 
   

    ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 The shepherd banner on the chancel is a gift from Michael Alexander and Miles Frey. 

 

Cover art by Micah Meyers. 
  

Music reprints and online streaming by permission under OneLicense.net account A-720890.  

The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sept. 18 following the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service. The purpose of the meeting is the election of elders to serve on the Session in the class 
of 2025. The nominating committee will present to following slate of nominees:  
Dan Boston, Laura Burgess, Maggie Dement, William Howard, Mary McGuire, Gary Whit-
ney, and Nancy Young. Additional nominations are permitted from the floor with the prior 
consent of those being nominated.  

mailto:deacons@saintphilip.net?subject=Prayer%20Request
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES 
KICK-OFF TODAY AT 9:45 A.M. - 

RALLY DAY! 
  

GODLY PLAY (Age 3-Kindgarden) – Room 104—
Our preschool class uses a curriculum called “Godly 
Play,” developed by Jerome Berryman in Houston, 
and utilized in reformed churches all over the 
world. Godly Play encourages children to use the 
language of Christians and multiple senses to ex-
press what they innately know about God.  
  

ELEMENTARY (Grades 1-5) — Room 105 
  

YOUTH (Grades 6-12) — Room 103 
  

Both the Elementary and Youth classes will use 
the PCUSA’s new Follow Me curriculum. These 
lessons are based on 36 practices that Jesus en-
gaged in and taught his followers about. Learners 
will locate these practices in scripture, while en-
gaging in conversation about the practices in their 
daily lives. With a wide variety of developmental-
ly-aligned activities, conversation starters, and 
questions to ponder outside of class, this curricu-
lum calls us all to follow Jesus and live out his ex-
ample every day.    

  

SPa (St. Philip Adults) – Room 100/Brides Room—
This year, SPa returns to its same place and time. 
We will use the adult resources from the new Fol-
low Me curriculum to guide our informal weekly 
discussion about biblical practices such as hospitali-
ty, forgiveness and honoring sabbath.  All adults of 
any age are welcomed to participate - grab some cof-
fee and join us. There is no need to prepare or pur-
chase materials for class, so come as you are able! 
  

CHURCH & SOCIETY – Dining Room—Church 
and Society regularly features speakers and presen-
tations on a variety of contemporary and historical 
matters of faith and practice. This class meets 
from 9:40 a.m.—10:45 a.m. with presentations in 
person and some by Zoom, projected in the class-
room.  Today - Church & Society celebrates the 
opening day for St. Philip Sunday school classes on 
Rally Day, 9:30 a.m. - 10:40 a.m.  Join us as we return 
to Room 201, or join us by Zoom, for the Church & 
Society Class Reunion and Preview of the Fall 2022 
C & S Presentations.  Sept. 18 - “What worries me, 
and what gives me hope, after tracking Houston for 
41 years.” Presented by Dr. Stephen Klineberg - 
Founding Director, Kinder Institute for Urban Re-

search, Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Rice Uni-
versity and author of Prophetic City: Houston on the 
Cusp of a Changing America. 
   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY – Library—Bible study is an 
ongoing and thorough investigation of the multi-
dimensional Word of God. In this class, we also con-
sider the insights of other translations and scholars 
to deepen our understanding of God’s continuing 
message of faithfulness to God’s people. All are wel-
come to join.  
  

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—

 The next meeting is 
Sept. 8 and  we will discuss Cloud Cuckoo Land by 
Anthony Doerr. Watch your email for details of the 
next meeting. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Nina Lambright at: 

  nnl@lambrightlaw.com.  
  

#TRUSTBLACKWOMEN—On Tuesday, Sept. 27 
at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom, the Peacemaking and Social 
Justice Committee is hosting a one-hour discussion of the 
April 25th Presbyterian Outlook #TrustBlackWomen is-
sue.  This issue was funded by a grant from St. 
Philip’s Central Endowment Fund. The program 
will consist of a prayer in the issue, highlights of 
three articles, a conversation about other celebra-
tions we might like to host, and a poem in the issue. 
All are invited.  The meeting invitation is available 
by going to https://bit.ly/StPhilipTBW or emailing 
Judith Hiott at Judith.Hiott@outlook.com. Copies 
are available by contacting the Church Office. We 
hope to see you there.  
 

https://bit.ly/StPhilipTBW
mailto:Judith.Hiott@outlook.com
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If the logo and stewardship 
theme look familiar, it’s be-
cause they are the same logo 
and theme used for our 2022 
stewardship campaign. The 
response to the theme and the 
stories in the devotional 
guide was so enthusiastic, we 
knew there must be many 
more stories out there that 
need to be heard.  

  

The theme, again, is “Come Walk With Us”, and is 
based on Hebrews 12:1--“Since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses… let us travel with perse-
verance the path that is set before us.” 
  

The beautiful heart-felt stories in the 2022 steward-
ship devotional guide touched many hearts and 
served as reminders of God’s strong presence in 
this church. We now ask you again, whether you 
shared last year or not, to share a personal experi-
ence or story that has deepened your faith in God’s 
provision and promises. Young and old are invited 
to participate. We welcome photos, artwork, scrip-
tures, prayers or songs. The stories will be in a 2023 
devotional booklet and will be mailed to you in the 
stewardship packet. Your name will be included 
with your story unless you prefer it to be anony-
mous. Send or bring your contributions to the 
church by September 16, if possible email them to 
welcome@saintphilip.net. Please contact any of the 
committee members if you have questions. 
  

With Gratitude, The Stewardship Committee 
Judye Hartman, Chair  

832-563-7244; judyehart@gmail.com 
  
 Linda Bevill  Nadene Crain 
 Jim Crain  Chuck Johnson 
 Susan Leonard Bill Stubbs 

We probably all know where the Sanctuary is, but 
do you know where the Choir Room is? Or the 
Children’s Chapel Room? Or the Pastors’ Offic-
es?  The Welcoming and Membership Committee 
invites anyone interested—and especially those 
who may be newer to the St. Philip community—to 
join us in a short walking tour of the St. Philip cam-
pus, beginning at 10:00 a.m. on September 18. 
We’ll visit the key spaces where we worship, serve, 
learn, and share fellowship.  You’ll also hear a bit 
about some of the activities of our congregation, 
like the Men’s Fellowship and the Mission Commit-
tee.  Everyone is welcome, whether you are new to 
St. Philip or not. You’ll get to know your church 
home better, and there will be breakfast! 
  

When:  9:30 am, Sunday, September 18                     
  

Where: Meet in the Gathering Area, the open space 
with tables near the Sanctuary.  

Halloween’s a time for pumpkins, 
costumes and global market 
awareness at St. Philip.  We will be 
having our annual Halloween sale 
where you can pre-order Equal Ex-
change fair-trade chocolate for 
trick-or-treaters or yourself.   
  

The fair-trade Halloween chocolate 
allows us to “say no” to injustices 
of forced child labor on cocoa 

farms in West Africa. Equal Exchange provides 
monitoring by groups like FLO International and 
Trans Fair USA that check standards and certify 
producers, ensuring no child labor or forced labor 
was used in the cocoa production and that farmers 
are paid enough.  
  

Purchasing fairly traded exports helps to encourage 
sustainable living and development opportunities 
in the poorest regions of the world, providing small 
scale farmers with a livable wage.  
 

Please join us in the Gathering Area on September 
18th to order your boxes of milk or dark mini choc-
olates. Coffee, tea, cashews , chocolate and olive oil 
will also be on offer from 9:30 a.m. until after the 
11:00 a.m. service.    

mailto:welcome@saintphilip.net?subject=Come%20Walk%20With%20Us
mailto:judyehart@gmail.com?subject=St.%20Philip%20Walk%20with%20Us
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aS3QApxMHksopc4j6sqngDcRuOw9wwaNzF5zhP7sAc3-MbdAT0HbR5dYYE_MUsjSONKkDTxYYPzvqAEOaaWN4EeWNHFm5ecaxk9l0prLbxxZDjW6EApDsjcpIFv1SToYwuiKx6_bXgshzfH6SShxyKpvk6_fsesddwYb1byj7m1vQ_nSV8eKAUnd1Er3vk3Bjb3dUksoXtZ4251Z6fwfEbAoU2jhG8ln_pN
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AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST,  
 we seek to be an inclusive,  
 grace-filled community, 
 engaging the world with open minds, 
 willing hands and generous hearts. 

WE LONG  
 for deeper faith,  
 vibrant hope  
 and boundless love  
 for everyone, every day, everywhere. 

Thank you for joining us today! We hope that you find our worship together to be joyous,  meaningful, and 
thought-provoking. Children of all ages are welcome to worship with their families. Activity bags containing 
worship aids for children are available in the narthex on the way into the sanctuary.   
  

Nursery care is available throughout the morning from 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our 
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare providers.  Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the Education 
Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway on the first floor.  An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct 
you there.  
  

A Hearing Loop is installed within the sanctuary.  If you have a hearing aid equipped with a telecoil, please activate 
your “T switch” to hear the worship service most clearly.  If you need assistance with hearing the service clearly and 
do not have a t-coil equipped hearing aid, please ask an usher for wireless headphones.  LARGE PRINT COPIES 
OF TODAY’S HYMNS ARE IN THE NARTHEX. 
  

Connect with St. Philip through saintphilip.net and our social media. To join our e-mail list for regular news 
updates, send a note to lorrie@saintphilip.net. 
  

If you are interested in joining St. Philip Presbyterian Church by profession of faith, by reaffirming your faith, or 
by transferring your membership, please speak with one of the ministers today or call the church office during the 
week.  The Session meets the third Sunday of each month after the 11:00 worship service in Room 100 for the 
purpose of receiving new members. 
  

Worship with us, whenever, wherever.  Our 11:00 a.m. Sunday service is live-streamed at saintphilip.net. We also 
live-stream a midweek prayer on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. Services can be viewed live or later in our video 
archives. 
  

Contributions, pledge payments, communion gifts and other donations to support the Church can be made anytime 
through our website, text “SPPC” to 73256 and follow the prompts, or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, 
Houston, TX 77056.   

Welcome to Worship at St. Philip 

Please register your attendance by 
scanning the QR code or by visiting the 
Guest Book tab at saintphlip.net.  
  

http://saintphilip.net/
mailto:lorrie@saintphilip.net?subject=Please%20Add%20to%20Email%20List
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Hymn 802 The King of Love My Shepherd Is ST. COLUMBA  

Return to page 1 
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Hymn 803 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need RESIGNATION  

Return to page 3 
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Hymn 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON 

Return to page 4 


